introduction;
the growing importance of the Pacific makes an apology
for writing a book on New Caledonia unnecessary. For
many years this island has been but a name to most of us.
In Australia it was a name that featured once or twice a
year as the goal of a tourist cruise to the South Seas ; in
America a name that appeared on the schedule of Pan-
American Airways Trans-Pacific Air Service ; in the rest of
the world the name New Caledonia—if it suggested anything
at all—vaguely recalled the site of a particularly odious
convict prison. Except for a few fortunate people who
had invested in New Caledonian nickel or chronic mines,
little interest was taken in the place.
It has taken the cold implacable march of the world events
to make us in Australia realize that here is a land, rich in
economic resources, with invaluable harbourages, with land-
and air-bases of great strategic importance within a few
hours' flight of our capital cities. It would have been much
more flattering to us had our interest been aroused earlier
by the proximity to our shores of an outpost of French
culture, a country only a few days' boat voyage distant,
where one could hear and speak the French language, enjoy
French customs and food, and generally imbibe French
atmosphere, when the size of one's purse didn't permit a trip
to the Continent. Certainly Noumea is a poor substitute
for Paris—but for most of us that don't know Paris, Noumea
i$ a French metropolis with all the attractions and otherwise
that one looks for in a centre of French life.
As far as Australia is concerned, it is a reflection on oio
parochialism, that it has needed the present war and the
collapse of France to arouse our interest in this immensely
wealthy island, with its unique and diverse population, s<
close to our shores.
The Pacific is the world of the future. There are sign
a-plenty that it is now coming into its own; that as the ol<
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